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1 INTRODUCTION 
Amherst is at a unique point in its evolution : continued residential growth is concentrating in a new mixed -use form within the townôs walkable village centers, 

especially Amherst Center; the townôs internationally-respected higher education institutions have embraced an enduring shift away from automobile reliance, 

instead responding to students and staff that prefer  connected places close to campus; an unprecedented growth in bicycle travel  has marked a permanent attitude 

shift and a new focus on safety and health; and excessive approaches to accommodating car parking have been openly discussed and influenced by smarter 

technologies and efficiencies that are becoming commonplace in similar communities around the country. The new Amherst is sti ll the old Amherst ï a welcoming 

and friendly place with narrow rural roads, beautiful public spaces, historic buildings, and de -centralized village centers with their own identities. What is new yet 

increasingly common is a broader view of how the communityôs progressive yet efficient priorities translate into an increase of travel by means other than the 

automobile . This shift  encourages a new look at how Amherstôs transportation systems have shaped the community and how they might evolve to reflect Amherstôs 

growth . 

This broader look at transportationôs role in Amherst can be summarized by the vision statement developed by volunteer members of the Townôs Transportation 

Plan Task Force: 

ñThe Amherst Transportation Plan will create a guide for the town to create an economically and environmentally sustainable, multi -modal transportation 

system that accommodates all members of the Amherst community. The Plan will provide for the safe, convenient, and efficient movement of people and goods 

throughout the Town and connecting with ot her communities.ò  

The Amherst Transportation Plan is intended as a living framework to guide the Town in a suitable manner that intelligently and rationally addresses the strengths 

and weaknesses of the existing transportation system. It makes recommendations for needed transportation planning, programming, and operations 

improvements today, tomorrow, and in the long -term in several areas: 

Á Public bus and rail transit systems 

Á Alternative transportation systems  

Á Roadway system 

Á Traffic circulation  

Á Traffic calm ing 

Á Vehicle parking 

Á Intermodal connections  

Á Transportation needs of the business community, village centers, and neighborhoods 

Á Connections to communities neighboring Amherst  

The recommendations contained within this report build upon a summary of recent dat a and reports (see the Existing Conditions section), as well as a summary of 

needs (see the Needs Assessment section) developed by members of the Task Force, a team of consultants, and especially the residents of Amherst, who were 
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actively engaged and surveyed during the effort to create this plan, contributing to the diversity of strategies contained herein. The Task Force recommends that 

Amherst consider implementing these strategies, possibly in a manner suggested by the Preliminary Implementation Matrix . 

With continued regional and local growth expected in an era of declining state aid and municipal budgets, the Task Force believes it is essential that this effort 

determine the most cost-effective and practical strategies. Building upon the Townôs Master Plan, the Transportation Plan has developed a cost-constrained set of 

recommendations by engaging a broad spectrum of stakeholders and fairly weighing their diverse priorities.  

Framing the Context of Transportation Recommendations for Amherst 

In order to go forward with recommendations, it is important to understand the context of Amherst within  the region and in its historic al evolution. Amherst has 

and continues to represent some of the best qualities possible in an American community. It contains a cohesive collection of high-quality neighborhoods, historic 

buildings, inspiring rural vistas, superior schools, vibrant commercial areas, and world -class institutions. The Town has historically embraced regional growth in a 

sustainable manner, preserving both open space and the character of its built environment. This has made it appealing to generations of families, students, 

merchants, and professors. Amherst also serves as a regional employment and service center for surrounding towns.  

However, the inevitability of continued growth, both locally and regionally, requires the town to think carefully about the optimal type of trans portation future that 

will balance economic vitality and the high quality of life that Amherst residents and workers currently enjo y. Amherst realizes that ongoing success of an 

economically vibrant, diverse, safe, and sustainable community will depend upon its ability to maintain and expand a fully -integrated, multi -modal transportation 

system that promotes alternatives to car travel. To that end, the 2010 Master Plan calls for the creation of a ñcoordinated plan for current and future 

transportation.ò To achieve this, the Town must develop more efficient management of existing transportation resources, develop a systematic approach for future 

transportation priorities, and identify ways to strengthen intermodal connections locally and regionally.  

As home to three institutions of higher learning , Amherst hosts a large student population during the school year, which creates unique seasonal pressure on all 

modes of transportation. Often opting for non -car options, the college populations also increase the viability of enhancing a range of transportation options 

throughout town. The student population  provides a few thousand new residents each year, and the Town recognizes that strategies for consistent signage, 

markings and education programs are key to creating an informed student culture around all transportation systems.  

The Amherst Transportation Plan has been developed to address these challenges and ï effectively implemented ï will support the townôs long-term success. 
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This Existing Conditions section compiles and summarizes existing data relevant to the Amherst Transportation Plan. It reviews existing walking, biking, transit, 

parking and driving data, and it summarizes key findings from a multi -day public event held in October 2014. The event, known as ñTransportation Days,ò sought 

further insight into multimodal conditions in Amherst and inclu ded two pop-up workshops, a walking tour of downtown, and multiple group interviews with 

various public and private stakeholders. This report identifies critical issues that affect safety and mobility, then identif ies basic multimodal needs, deficiencies, 

and areas requiring further investigation. No recommendations are made in this section of the Transportation Plan, which is i nstead designed to set the stage for 

subsequent analysis and recommendations.   

This section builds on concerns raised by the 2010 Amherst Master Plan and reflects data and information gathered from the Town of Amherst, the Pioneer Valley 

Planning Commission (PVPC), Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA), Massachusetts Department of Transportation (Mass DOT), M assGIS, the 2013 American 

Community Survey (an annual survey distributed to communities by the U.S. Census Bureau), past studies by the University of Massachusetts Amherst, and 

comments received during the public workshops described above. Observations from the consultant team are also included.   
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WALKING 

 

The Walking System Today 

Amherst has a walkable downtown area with high levels of foot traffic throughout most hours of the day, every day of the week ï 

especially when its institutions of higher learning  are in session. Pedestrian activity is strong between the downtown and nearby 

neighborhoods, including Amherst College and the University of Massachusetts. Outside the downtown and immediate vicinity, 

Amherst also has pedestrian-friendly village centers and commercial areas that generate regular walking activity, and people 

frequently  walk and jog, even on streets that do not have sidewalks. Most streets throughout the downtown and with in these village 

areas have sidewalks on at least one side of the street, but there are not continuous sidewalks connecting between centers.  

In the downtown area and village centers, crosswalks are present at most intersections and in prime mid-block locations. Many 

crosswalks in the downtown area include a concrete treatment to improve their lifespan and visibility, while other crosswalks in 

town are marked with either an international standard ñladderò or conventional ñparallel barò pavement markings. The Town has 

addressed more difficult pedestrian crossings of wider streets that donôt have traffic signals through the installation of landscaped 

median refuges accompanied by flashing signals and advance yield triangles. 

According to the 2013 American Community Survey 5-year estimate, 18% of the townôs workers commute by foot. In Amherst 

Center, 34% walk to work, while around 10% of people walk to work in both North and South Amherst.  Mid-block crossings on 
South Pleasant Street near 

Amherst College 

Views of North Pleasant Street in downtown Amherst, which includes wide sidewalks and improved crosswalks 
















































































































































































